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Letter to “Lucifer” by Barbara Moskvitinoff 

First published in Lucifer, Vol. IV, No. 19, March 1889 pp. 87-88, under the title “Theosophical Que-

ries.” Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THEOSOPHICAL QUERIES) XI pp. 103-6. Frontis-

piece: The Waterseller of Seville (1618-1622) Diego Velázquez, Wellington’s Apsley House, London. 

HE FIRST OBJECT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY being to promote the 

principle of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, how can it be reconciled 

with the aim that, at the same time, it presents in life to every individual be-

ing:—the duty of developing his Higher Self, by the sacrifice of every selfish desire, by 

the conquest of all material interest, for the mere purpose of attaining a higher spir-

itual perfection, in order that this perfection should transform our faith in the spir-

itual world into sight and knowledge, and give us “life everlasting.” 

How can one practice altruism and philanthropy, when one devotes one’s life to the 

cultivation of the inner spiritual being and the attainment of total indifference to the 

physical world? 

Can there be a compromise? Can one divide one’s existence, and serve two principles 

at once? Now if the first, which is the altruistic principle, be taken as a beacon for 

one’s activity, which is the right way to apply it? If neglecting all personal interest, 

one works for the welfare of people, by trying to give them a happier earthly exist-

ence, may not the accusation be raised against one that it is too materialistic to work 

only for the practical welfare of people, as if men were born merely for enjoyment? 

This reproach will be evaded if one holds to the theory that presents the reign of the 

moral law as the aim of an altruist . . . But what is the right criterion for one’s judg-

ment? . . . Can anybody be certain enough of possessing the real knowledge of truth, 

to demand blind submission to it from others? And what right has anyone to believe 

that his opinion must be accepted on authority—when he himself can err? If the 

Christian principle of giving away everything one possesses to the poor were univer-

sally practised, there would be no poor in this world to be benefitted; or rather there 

would be nobody who would want to possess any worldly goods, and so the benefit of 

civilization would be lost? This seems very irrational. If, by a firm conviction in one’s 

spiritual immortality, and complete indifference to all practical benefit in this world, 

a certain calmness of mind, can be attained, but through moral suffering, has one a 

right to impose it upon others? To try to show them that all that makes the enjoy-

ment of life is but temporary and illusive; that we are on the eve of losing everything 
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we love; would not such thoughts darken the existence of the majority, and deprive it 

of all energy for action in practical life? In such a case, what is the use of our facul-

ties and talents, which must have a physical plane to act upon? Must they be ne-

glected and stifled in order to give the spirit the liberty and the means to devote itself 

to the attainment of self-perfection, and the study of the higher spiritual knowledge 

that gives immortality? 

BARBARA MOSKVITINOFF 

5/17th February, 1889 

Petersbourg, Petite Morskaia 

 

Editorial response by H.P. Blavatsky 

HE QUESTIONS ASKED AND THE DIFFICULTIES PROPOUNDED in the forego-

ing letter arise mainly from an imperfect acquaintance with the philosophical 

teachings of Theosophy. They are a most striking proof of the wisdom of those 

who have repeatedly urged Theosophists to devote their energies to mastering, at 

least, the outlines of the metaphysical system upon which our Ethics are based. 

Now it is a fundamental doctrine of Theosophy that the “separateness” which we feel 

between ourselves and the world of living beings around us is an illusion, not a reali-

ty. In very deed and truth, all men are one, not in a feeling of sentimental gush and 

hysterical enthusiasm, but in sober earnest. As ail Eastern philosophy teaches, there 

is but ONE SELF in all the infinite Universe, and what we men call [105] “self” is but 

the illusionary reflection of the ONE SELF in the heaving waters of earth. True Occult-

ism is the destruction of the false idea of Self, and therefore true spiritual perfection 

and knowledge are nothing else but the complete identification of our finite “selves” 

with the Great All. It follows, therefore, that no spiritual progress at all is possible 

except by and through the bulk of Humanity. It is only when the whole of Humanity 

has attained happiness that the individual can hope to become permanently happy 

— or the individual is an inseparable part of the Whole. 

Hence there is no contradiction whatever between the altruistic maxims of Theoso-

phy and its injunction to kill out all desire for material things, to strive after spiritual 

perfection. For spiritual perfection and spiritual knowledge can only be reached on 

the spiritual plane; in other words, only in that state in which all sense of separate-

ness, all selfishness, all feeling of personal interest and desire, has been merged in 

the wider consciousness of the unity of Mankind. 

This shows also that no blind submission to the commands of another can be de-

manded, or would be of any use. Each individual must learn for himself, through tri-

al and suffering, to discriminate what is beneficial to Humanity; and in proportion as 

he develops spiritually, i.e., conquers all selfishness, his mind will open to receive the 

guidance of the Divine Monad within him, his Higher Self, for which there is neither 

Past nor Future, but only an eternal Now. 
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Again, were there no “poor,” far from the “benefits of civilization being lost,” a state of 

the highest culture and civilization would be attained, of which we cannot now form 

the faintest conception. Similarly, from a conviction of the impermanence of material 

happiness would result a striving after that joy which is eternal, and in which all 

men can share. Throughout the whole letter of our esteemed correspondent there 

runs the tacit assumption that happiness in material, physical life is all-important; 

which is untrue. So far from being the most important, happiness in this life of mat-

ter is of as little importance in relation to the bliss of true spiritual life as are the few 

years of each human cycle on earth in proportion to the millions and millions of 

years which each human being spends in the subjective spheres, [106] during the 

course of every great cycle of the activity of our globe. 

With regard to faculties and talents, the answer is simple. They should be developed 

and cultivated for the service of Humanity, of which we are all parts, and to which we 

owe our full and ungrudging service. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

She being dead, yet speaketh. 

 “Blavatsky about to unveil Isis” 

 “Blavatsky against Ecclesiastical Christianity” 

 “Blavatsky against Spiritualism” 

 “Blavatsky cuts down to size a carping critic of heterodoxy” 

 “Blavatsky defends Isis Unveiled” 

 “Blavatsky enlightens the sceptics of her Motherland” 

 “Blavatsky expels a friend of Communists” 

 “Blavatsky hated balls” 

 “Blavatsky on a Case of Obsession” 

 “Blavatsky on a Heavy Curse” 

 “Blavatsky on an Intro- and retrospective dream” 

 “Blavatsky on Animal Souls” 

 “Blavatsky on Bulgarian Sun Worship” 

 “Blavatsky on Christmas and the Christmas Tree” 

 “Blavatsky on Elementals and Elementaries” 

 “Blavatsky on foeticide being a crime against nature” 

 “Blavatsky on Hindu widow-burning” 

 “Blavatsky on Jesuitry in Masonry” 

 “Blavatsky on Marriage, Divorce, and Celibacy” 

 “Blavatsky on Nebo of Birs-Nimrud” 

 “Blavatsky on Occult Alphabets and Numerals” 

 “Blavatsky on Occult Vibrations” 

 “Blavatsky on Old Age” 

 “Blavatsky on old doctrines vindicated by new prophets” 

 “Blavatsky on Plato’s Timæus” 

 “Blavatsky on Progress and Culture” 
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 “Blavatsky on Religious deformities” 

 “Blavatsky on Ritualism in Church and Masonry” 

 “Blavatsky on Shambhala, the Happy Land” 

 “Blavatsky on Spinoza and Western Philosophers” 

 “Blavatsky on Sunday devotion to pleasure” 

 “Blavatsky on Teachings of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Blavatsky on the Boogeymen of Science” 

 “Blavatsky on the Book of Enoch” 

 “Blavatsky on the doomed destiny of the Romanovs” 

 “Blavatsky on the elucidation of long-standing enigmas” 

 “Blavatsky on the Harmonics of Smell” 

 “Blavatsky on the hidden Esotericism of the Bible” 

 “Blavatsky on the history and tribulations of the Zohar” 

 “Blavatsky on the introversion of mental vision” 

 “Blavatsky on the knighted Oxford Sanskritist who could speak no Sanskrit” 

 “Blavatsky on the Letters of Lavater” 

 “Blavatsky on the Luminous Circle” 

 “Blavatsky on the modern negators of Ancient Science” 

 “Blavatsky on the Monsoon” 

 “Blavatsky on the New Year and false noses” 

 “Blavatsky on the New Year’s Morrow” 

 “Blavatsky on the Qabbalah by Isaac Myer” 

 “Blavatsky on the quenchless Lamps of Alchemy” 

 “Blavatsky on the Rationale of Fasts” 

 “Blavatsky on the Roots of Zoroastrianism” 

 “Blavatsky on the Secret Doctrine” 

 “Blavatsky on the Teachings of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Blavatsky on the Vishishtadvaita Philosophy” 

 “Blavatsky on Theosophy and Asceticism” 

 “Blavatsky on whether the Rishis exist today” 

 “Blavatsky rebuts unspiritual conceptions about God” 

 “Blavatsky's last words” 

 “Blavatsky's open letter to her correspondents” 
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 “Gems from the East” 

 “Inductive reasoning leads to fake deductions” 

 “Madame Blavatsky enlightens the sceptics of her Motherland” 

 “Madame Blavatsky on the philosophical mind of the Chinese” 

 “Obituary to Mikhail Nikiforovich Katkov” 

 “Obituary to Pundit Dayanand Saraswati” 

 “Open Letter to the American Section of the Theosophical Society” 

 “Open Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury” 

 “Open Letters to the American Convention” 

 “Pages from Isis Unveiled” 

 “Pages from the Caves and Jungles of Hindostan” 

 “Pages from The Secret Doctrine 1 - abridged” 

 “Pages from The Secret Doctrine 2 - full text” 

 “Pantheistic Theosophy is irreconcilable with Roman Catholicism” 

 “Rosicrucianism was an offshoot of Oriental Occultism” 

 “Rosicrucians emerged as an antidote to the material side of alchemy” 

 “The Hermetic Fire of the mind is the key to the Occult Sciences” 

 “The real meaning of the first line of Genesis” 

 “The Secret Doctrine (1888) Vol. 1 of 2 on Cosmogenesis” 

 “The Secret Doctrine (1888) Vol. 2 of 2 on Anthropogenesis” 

 “Thoth is the equivalent of Hermes and Moses” 

 “Unpopular Philosopher on Criticism and Authorities” 

 “Unpopular Philosopher on the Eighth Wonder” 

 “Unpopular Philosopher on the Morning Star” 

 “We are more often victims of words rather than of facts” 

 “Without the revival of Aryan philosophy, the West will fall to 

even grosser materialism” 
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